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haps it would be no difficult matter to prove that the people have
decreafed. ; :

SurEeLy therefore, thofe who wifh the welfare of their country,
ought ferioufly to reflet, what may be the confequence of fuch a
new creation of offices, in the difpofal of the crown. The army,
the adminiftration of juftice, and the civil government here, with fuch
falaries as the crown fhall pleafe to annex, will extend minifferial
influence as much beyond its former bounds, as the late war did the
Britifb dominions.

Bur whatever the people of Great-Britain may think on this
occafion, I hope the people of thefe colonies will unanimouily join
in this fentiment, that the late at of parliament is injurious to
their liberty, and that this fentiment will unite them in a firm
oppofition to it, in the fame manner as the dread of the Stamp-
Aé did.

SomE perfons may imagine the fums to be raifed by it, are but
fmall, and therefore may be inclined to acquiefce under it. A
conduét more dangerous to freedom, as before has been obferved,
can never be adopted. Nothing is wanted at home but a * prE-
CEDENT, the force of which fhall be eftablithed, by the tacit fub-
miffion of the colonies. With what zeal was the ftatute erecting
the poft-office, and angther relating to the recovery of debts in
Ameriea; urged and tortured, as precedents in fupport of the Stamp-
A&, tho’ wholly inapplicable. If the parliament fucceeds in this
attempt, other ftatutes will impofe other duties. Inftead of taxing
ourfelves; as we-have been accuftomed to do, from the firft fettle-
ment of thefe provinces, all our ufual taxes will be converted inte
parliamentary taxes on our importations ; and thus the parliament
will levy upen-us fuch fums of money as they chufe to take, wwith-
out any other LIMITATION, than their PLEASURE.

WEe know how much labor- and care have been beftowed by
thefe colonies, in laying taxes in f{uch a manner, that they fhould
be moft eafy to the: people, by being laid on_ the proper articles ;
moft ¢gual, by being proportioned to every man’s circumitances;
and cheapeft, by the method dire@ed for colleGting them.

BuT parliamentary taxes will be laid' on us, without any con-
fideration, whether there is any eafier mode. The only point re-
garded will be, the certainty of levying the taxes, and not the con-
wenience of the people on whom they are to be levied ; and there-
fore all' ftatutes on this head will be fuch as will be moft likely,
according to the favorite phrafe, ¢ fo execure themjelves.”

Taxss

* ¢ Here may be obferved, that when any ancient law or cuftom of par-
liament is broken, and the crown pofiefled of a precedent, how difficult a thing
it is to reflore the [ubjef? again to bis FORMER FREEDOM and SAFETY.”

2d Coke’s Inf. p. 529.
¢ It is not almoft credible to forefee, when any maxim or fundamental lazy

of this realm is altered (as elfewhere hath been obferved) what dangerous in-
conweniencies do follow.” 4th Coke’s Infl, p. 41.




	am1768dic-1773-o-2-c-055

