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T axgs in every free ftate have been, and ought to be, as exaétly
proportioned as is poffible to the abilities of thofe awho are to pay them.
“They cannot otherwife be ju/#. Even a Hottentot would comprehend
the unreafonablene/s of making a poor man pay as much for ¢ de-
fending ”’ the property of a rich man, as the rich man pays himfelf.

Let any perfon look into the late act of parliament, and he will
immediately perceive, that the immenfe eftates of Lord Fairfax,
Lord + Baltimore, and our Proprietaries, which are amongit his
Majefty’s other ¢ Dominions’’ to be ¢ defended, prote&ed and
fecured” by the a&, will not pay a fingle farthing for the duties
thereby impofed, except Lord Fairfax wants fome of his win-
dows glazed ; Lord Baltimore and our Proprietaries are quite fecure,
as they live in England.

I menTION thefe particular cafes, as friking inftances how far
#he late aét is a deviation from that principle of juftice, which has
fo conftantly ‘diftinguifhed our own laws on this continent, and
ought to be regarded in all laws.

M uE third confideration with our continental affemblies in lay-
ing taxes, has been the method of collefting them. T his has been
done by a few officers, with moderate allowances, under the’in-

 fpetion of the refpective aflemblies.  No more was raifed from the
Jubject, than was ufed for the intended purpofes. But by the late
afl, a minifter may appoint as many officers as be pleafes for colle&t-
ing the taxes ; may aflign them awbhat Jalaries be thinks ¢ adequate ;”’
and they are fubjet to zo injpection but his own. ‘

In fhort, if the late a&t of parliament takes effe&t, thefe colo-
lonies muft dwindle down into ¢ comMMON CORPORATIONS,”” as
their enemies, in the debates concerning the repeal of the Szamp-
A, frenuoufly infifted they awere; and it feems not improbable that
fome future hiftorian may thus record our fall.

<« Tue eighth year of this reign was diftinguithed by & wery
memorable event, the American colonies then fubmitting, for the
FIR ST time, to be taxed by the Britifb parliament. An attempt
of this kind had been made about two years before, but was de-
feated by the vigorous exertions of the {everal provinces, in de-
fence of their liberties. Their behavior on that occafion rendered
their name very celebrated for a fbort time all over Europe ; all
ftates being extremely attentive to a difpute between Great-Britain,
and fo confiderable a part of her dominions. For as Jhe was
thought to be grown too powerful, by the fuccefsful conclufion of
the late war fhe had been engaged in, it was hoped by many, that

as it had happened before to other kingdoms, civil difcords would
; afford

+ Maryland and Pennfylvania have been engaged in the warmeft difputes,
invorder to obtain an equal and juft taxation of their Proprietors eftates :
But this late a& of parliament does more for thofe Proprietors, than they them-
felves would venture to demand. It torally exempts them from taxation=smm==s=
tho’ their vaft eftates are to be ¢ facured” by the taxes of other people,
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