Y, —
N 2 N Y Y T e

95 3

farther acquifition muft be pernicious. * Machiavel employs a
whole chapter in his difcouries, to prove that a ftate, to be long
lived, muit be frequently correed, and reduced to its firft prin-
ciples. But of all ftates that have exifted, there never was any,
in which this jealoufy could be more proper than in thefe colonies.
For the government here is not only mixt, but dependent, which
circumitance occafions & peculiarity in its form, of a'very delicate
nature.

Two reafons induce me to defire, that this {pirit of apprehen-
fion may be always kept up among us, i its. utmoft vigilance.
The firit is this----that as the happinefs of thefe provinces indu-
bitably confifts in their conneétion with Great-Britain, any fepara-
tion between ‘them is lefs likely to be occafioned by civil difcords,
if every difgufting meafure is oppofed firgly, and qwhile it is new :
For in this manner of proceeding, every fuch meafure is moft like-
ly to be re&ified. On the other hand, oppreflions and diffatisfac-
tions being permitted to accumulate---if ever the governed throw
off the load, they awill do more. A people does not reform with
moderation. 'The rights of the fubje&t therefore cannot be to0 often
confidered, explained or afferted : And whoever attempts tO do
this, fhews himfelf, whatever may be the rafh and peevith reflec-
tions of pretended wifdom, and pretended duty, 2 friend to zhofe
who “injudiciouily exercife their power, as well as to them, over
whom it is fo exercifed.

Hap all the points of prerogative claimed by Charles the Firft,
been feparately ~ontefted and fettled in preceding reigns, his fate
would in all probability have been very differént ; and the peo-
ple would have been content with that liberty which is compatible
with regal authority. But t he thought, it would be as dangerous
for him to give up the powers which at any time had been by
ufurpation exercifed by the crown, as thofe that were legally vefted
in it. T'his produced an equal excefs on the part of the people.
For when their paflions were excited by maltiplied grievances, they
thought it would be as dangerous for them to allow the powers
that Wwere legally vefted in the crown, as thofe which at any time
had been by ufurpation exercifed by it. Aés, that might by them-
felves have been upon many confiderations excufed or extenuated,
derived a contagious malignancy and odium frem other afts, with
which they were connected. They were not regarded according

to .

% [ackiavel’s Difconrfes===-Boook 3. Chap. 1.

4 The author is fenfible, that this is putting the gentleft confiru&tion on
Charles’s condué ; and that is one reafon why he choofesit. Allowances ought
to be made for the errors of théfe men, who are acknowledged to have been
poffefied of many virtues. The education of this unhappy prince, and his con-
fidence in men not fo good or wife as himfelf, had probably filled him with mi-
ftaken notions of his own authority, and of the confequences that would attend
conceflions of any kind to a people, who were reprefented to him, as aiming at
too much power.
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