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* Jpecious, but fmall at the beginning, they {pread over the mul-
titude in fuch a manner, as to touch individuals but {flightly.
+ Thus they are difregarded. The power or profit that arifes from
thefe violations, centering in few perjons, is to them confidérable.
For this reafon the gowernors having in view their particular pur-
pofes, fucceflively preferve an uniformity of conduét for attaining
them. 'They regularly encreafc the firft injuries, till at length ‘the
inattentive people are compelled to perceive the heavinefs of their
burthens.----They begin to complain and enquire----but too late.
They find their oppreflors fo ftrengthened by fuccefs, and them-
felves fo entangled in examples of exprefs authority on the part of
their rulers, and of tacit recognition en their own part, that they
are quite coffounded : For millions entertain no ‘other idea of the
legality of power, than that it is founded on the exercife of power.
They voluntarily faften their chains, by adopting a pufillanimots
opinion, ¢ that there will be too much danger in attempting a re-
medy,”’-----or another opinion no lefs fatal, ¢ that the govern-
ment has a right to treat them as it does.” They then feek a
wretched relief for their minds, by perfudding theinfelves, that to
yield their obedience, is to difcharge their dury. The deplorable
poverty of Jpirit, that proftrates all the dignity beftowed by divine
providence on our nature---of courfe juccceds.

From thefe refletions T conclude, that every free ftate fhould
inceflantly watch, and inftantly take alarm on any addition being
made to the power exercifed over them. Innumerable inftances
might be produced to thew, from what {light beginnings the moft
extenfive confequences have flowed: Butr I fhall feleét two only
from the hiftory of England.

Hexry the Seventh was the fr/# monarch of that kingdom,
who eftablifhed 2 sTanDING BODY OF ARMED MEN. This was a
band of fiiy archers, called yeomen of the guard: And this in-
ftitation, notwithftanding the fmallhefs of the number, was, to
prevent difcontent, || < difguifed under pretence of majefty and
grandeur.” In 1684 the ftanding forces were fo much augmented,

that

* Omnia mala exempla ex bonis initiis orta funt,

SarrwsT, Bell, Cat. S. 30,

T ¢ The republic is always attacked with greater vigor, than it is defended ;
For the audacious and profligate, prompted by their natural enmity to it, are
eafily impelled to a& by the leaft nod of their leaders: Whereas the honeft, I
know not why, are generally flow and unwilling to fir; and neglecting always
the BEGINNINGS of things, are newver roufed to exert themfelves, but by the
laft neceffity : So that through IrRRESOLUTION and DEXLAY, when they would
be glad to compound at laft for their quieT, at the expence even of their
HONOR, they'commonly lofe them BoTH.” Cicero’s Qrat. for SExT1vus,

Such were the fentiments of this great and excellent man, whofe vaft abilities,
and the calamities of his country during his time, enabled him, by mournful
experience, to form a juft judgment on the condu¢t of the friends and enemics
of liberty.-

{| Rapin’s Hiftoryof England,
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