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- A moLp, ambitious prince, poflefled of great abilities, firmly E

fixed in his throne &y dejcent, {erved by miniflers like himfelf, and 5
rendered either wenerable or terrible by the glory ‘of his fucceffes, may
execute what his predeceflors did not dare to attempt. Henry the
Fourth tottered in his feat during his whole reign.’  Heary the Fifth
drew the ftrength of that kingdom into France, to carry on his wars
there, and left the commons at home, protefting, ¢ that the people

were not bound to ferve out of the realm.” .

It is true, that a ftrong fpirit of liberty fubfifts at prefent in
Great-Britain, but what reliance is to be placed in the zemper of a
people, when the prince is poffefled of an unconftitutional power,
our own hiftory can fufficiently inform us. When Charles the Se-
cond had ftrengthened himfelf by the return of the garrifon of
Tangier, * England (fays Rapin) faw on a fudden an amazing re-
wolution 3 {aw herfelf firipped of all her rights and privileges, except-
ing fuch as the king fhould vouchfafe to grant her: And what is
more affonifbing, the Englifp themfelves delivered up thefe very
rights and privileges to Charles the Second, which they had fo pa/-
fionately, and, if 1 may fay it, furioufly defended againft the defigns
of Charles' the Firft.” ‘This happened only #hirty-fix years after
this laft prince had been beheaded.

Some perfons are of opinion, that liberty is not violated, but R
by fuch open alls of force ; but they feem to be greatly miftaken. I i
could mention a period within thefe forty years, when almoft as great
a change of difpofition was produced by the secreT meafures of
a long adminiftration, as by Charles’s violence. Liberty, perhaps,
is never expofed to fo much danger, as when the people believe
there is the leaft ; for it may be fubverted, and yet they not think fo.

Pusric difgufting als are feldom pradtifed by the ambitious,
at the beginning of their defigns. Such condu&t filences and di/-
courages the weak, and the wicked, who would otherwife have

been their adwvocates or accomplices. It is of great confequence, to
‘allow thofe who, upon any account, are inclined to favor them,
fomething {pecious to Jay in their defence. Their power may be
fully eftablithed, tho’ it would not be fafe for them to do whatever
they pleafe. For there are things, which, at {fome times, even
Sflaves will not bear. Fulius Czfar, and Oliwer Cromawell, did not
dare to affume the title of king. The Grand Seignor dares not lay
s ppwitax. /T he-king of France dares not be a proteffant. Cer-
tain popular points may be left untouched, and yet freedom be ex-
tinguifhed. The commonalty of Penice imagine them{elves free,
becaufe they are permitted to do what they ought not. But I
quit a {ubjedt, that would lead me too far from my purpofe.
Ry the late a& of parliament, taxes are to be levied upon us,
for ¢ defraying the charge of the adminiftration of juftice----the
fupport of ciwil government-—-and the expences of defending his
Majeity’s dominions in America.”’
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