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Ir any man doubts what ought to be the condu& of thefe co-
lonies on this occafion, I would afk him thefe queftions.

Has not the parliament exprefly AVOwED their iNTENTION Of
raifing money from us FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES ! Is not this fcheme
popular in Great-Britain ? Will the taxes, impofed by the late a&,
anfwer thofe purpofes ? If it will, muft it not take an immenfe fum
from us ? If it will not, is it 0 be expelted, that the parliament
will not fully execute their iINTENTION When it is pleafing at bome,
and ot oppofed here ? Muft not this be done by impofing NEw
taxes # Will not every addition, thus made to our taxes, be an ad-
dition to the power of the Briti/b legiflature, by increafing the num-
ber of officers employed in the colledtion ? Will not every addition-
al tax therefore render it more difficult to abrogate any of them ?
When a branch of revenue is once eftablifhed, does it not appear
to many people inwidious and undutiful, to attempt to abolifh it ?
If taxes, fufficient to accomplifb the iINTENTION of the parliament,
are impofed by the parliament, awbat taxes will remain to be impo-
fed by our aflemblies ? If uo material taxes remain to be impofed by
them, what muft become of zbem, and the pesple they reprefent ?

* ¢« Jr any perfon confiders thefe things, and yet thinks our
liberties are in no danger, I wonder at that perfon’s fecurity.”

OnE other argument is to be added, which, by itfelf, I hope, will
be fufficient to convince the moft incredulous man on this con-
tinent, that the late a& of parliament is only defigned to be a PrE-
CEDENT, whereon the future vaffalage of thefe colonies may be
eftablithed. ;

Every duty thereby laid on articles of Briti/b manufafture, is
laid on fome commodity, upen. the exportation of which from
Great-Britain, a drawback is payable. Thofe drawbacks, in moft
of the articles, are exactly double to the duties given by the late act.
The parliament therefore might, in balf a dozen lines, have raifed
MUCH MORE MONEY, only by fopping the draavbacks in the hands
of the officers at home, on exportation to thefe colonies, than by
this folemn impofition of taxes upon us, to be collefted here. Pro-
bably, the artful contrivers of this act formed it in this manner,
in order to referve to themfelves, in cafe of any objetions being
made to it, this fpecious pretence----¢¢ that the drawbacks are
gifts to the colonies, and that the late act only leflens thofe gifts.”
But the truth is, that the drawbacks are intended for the encou-
ragement and promotion of Brii/> manufatures and commerce,
and are allowed on exportation to any foreign parts, as well as on
exportation to thefe provinces. Befides, care has been taken to
{lide into the aét, fome articles on which there are no drawbacks.
However, the awhole duties laid by the late at on al// the articles
therein fpecified are /o fmall, that they will not amount to as much
as the drawbacks~which are allowed on pars of them only. If

therefore,
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* Demofthenes’s 2d Philippic.
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