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My dear CounTrYMEN,

OME fates have loft their lLiberty by particular gecidints
S But this calamity is generally owing to the decay of wirtue.
A people is travelling faft to deftru®tion, when individuals
confider #heir interefls as diftin& from thofe of the public. Such no-
tions are fatal to their country, and to themfelves. Yet how many
are there, {0 aveat and Jordid as to think they perform a/] the offices
of life, if they earneftly endeavor to encreafe their own weslth,
power, and crediz, without the leaft regard for the fociety, under
the protetion of which they live ; who, if they can make an i7-
mediate profit to themfelves, by lending their affiftance to'thofe, whofe
projeéts plainly tend to the injury of their country, rejoice in their
dexterity, and believe themfelves entitled to the chara@er of abi
politicians. Miferable men! Of whom it is hard to fay, whethet
they ought to be moft the objedts of pizy or contempt ¢ But whofe
opinions are certainly as deteflable, as their pra&ices are deftructive.
Tuo’ I always refle&, with a high pleafure, on the integrity
and underftanding of my countrymen, which, joined with a pure
and humble devotion to the great and gracious author of every
blefling they enjoy, will, I hope, enfure to them, and their pofte-
rity, all temporal and eternal happinefs; yet when I confider, that
in every age and country there have been bad men,’ my heart, at
this threatening period, ‘is fo full of apprehenfion, as not to permit
me to believe, but that there may be fome on this continent,
againft whom you ought to be upon Jour guard----Men, who either *
. I ' hold,

# It is not intended by thefe words, to throw any refle@®ion upon gentlemen,
becaufe they are poflefied of offices: For many of them are certainly men of
virtue, and lovers of their country. But fuppofed obligations of gratitude, and
bonor, may induce them to be filent, Whether thefe obligations eughr to be re-
garded or not, is not fo much to be confidered by others, in the judgment they
form of thefe gentlemen, as whether they think they ought to be regarded. Per-
haps, therefore, we fhall 2& in the propereft manner towards them, if we nej-
ther reproach nor imitate them, The perfons meant in this letter, are the bafe
fpirited avretches, who may endeavor to diffinguifp themfelyes, by their fordid zeal
in defending and promoting meafures, which tbey know, beyond all queflion, to be
defirudlive to the juft rights and true interefls of their country. It is fearcely pof-
fible to fpeak of thefe men with any degree of patience----It is fearcely pofiible to
fpeak of them with any degree of propriety----For no words can truly defcribe
their guilt and meannefsm---But every honeft bofom, on their being mentioned,
will feel what cannot be expreffed.

If their wickednefs did not blind them, they might perceive along the coaft
of thefe colonies, many men, remarkable inftances of wrecked ambition, who
after diflinguifbing themfelves in_the fupport of the Stamp-Ag, by a courageous
contempt of their country, and of juftice, have been left to linger out cheir

miferable
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