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Summary Information

Repository Library Company of Philadelphia

Creator Dickinson, John, 1732-1808

Title John Dickinson papers

Date [bulk] Bulk, 1753-1808

Date [inclusive] 1676-1885

Extent 5.2 Linear feet

General Physical

Description note

13 containers, 5 volumes

Language English

Abstract John Dickinson (1732-1808), a Philadelphia lawyer and politician, was

a major figure in colonial Delaware and Pennsylvania governments

and during the early national period. He was an active presence and

prolific writer during the American Revolution and early Republic

from the passage of the Sugar Act (1764) until the Jefferson presidency

(1801 to 1809). He also served in the military as colonel, private, and

brigadier general. He married Mary Norris in 1770. John Dickinson died

in Delaware in 1808. The John Dickinson papers contains incoming and

outgoing correspondence; drafts and original manuscript documents from

the revolutionary and early national government, Revolutionary War,

Delaware and Pennsylvania government; land papers; legal papers; bills

and receipts; collected essays, notes and commonplace books; and estate

material. The papers provide a clear picture of the way in which colonists

envisioned their new country and how these new Americans worked,


