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The "Correspondence" is divided into incoming and outgoing correspondence, and is arranged
chronologically within each type. Correspondents to John Dickinson include various statesmen and
Revolutionary leaders, among whom are Matthew Carey, Philadelphia bookseller and publisher; Samuel
Chase, a signer of the Declaration of Independence from Maryland; Benjamin Chew; George Churchman,
Quaker minister; Francois de Marbois, French politician; Philemon Dickinson, John Dickinson's
brother; Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson, litterateur; Benjamin Franklin; Hannah Griffitts, poet and political
satirist; Thomas Hartley, officer and Pennsylvania congressman; John Jones, army surgeon; Arthur Lee,
American diplomat; Charles Lee, Revolutionary War general; Richard Henry Lee, Virginia statesman;
William Lee, American diplomat; George Logan, Philadelphia physician, farmer, legislator and politician;
Nathaniel Luff, Delaware officer; Samuel Miller, Presbyterian minister; Alex Nisbet; Charles Nisbet,
first president of Dickinson College; Samuel Patterson, Delaware officer; John Pemberton; George Read;
Caesar Rodney, Delaware president; Charles Thomson, Philadelphia patriot leader and secretary of the
Continental Congress; James Tilton, army surgeon; John Vaughan, John Vining, Delaware politician;
Daniel Walker; and James Wilkinson, army officer. There are also one or two letters, each, from Samuel
Adams, Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, and George Washington. These letters discuss issues such as
abolition, the militia, the American Revolution, news from London, nation building, national finances,
and state and national politics, to name only a few. There are also letters discussing business and land
dealing, theology, plans for George Clymer's home, and family and personal matters, most of which
date after 1790. Of interest may be Samuel Chase's letters to Dickinson; in particular, one from 1775 in
which Chase writes of his reactions to the battles of Lexington and Concord. John Dickinson's letters
were sent to Matthew Carey, the Delaware Assembly, Thomas Jenkins, George Logan, Thomas McKean,
Samuel Miller, and Samuel Patterson, to name only a few. Of interest are seven folders of letters from
John Dickinson to his parents, Samuel and Mary Dickinson, during his education in London at the Middle
Temple, dating from 1753 to 1756.

Within "Revolutionary and Early National government papers" are materials on the Revolutionary period
which address issues such as the Stamp Act Congress, the first Continental Congress, drafts of petitions
to the King of England, the Address of Congress to the Inhabitants of Quebec, and Jay's Olive Branch
Petition. Also included is the Address to John Dickinson from the Mechanics on June 27, 1774, in which
Philadelphia mechanics exercised their political voice and rights within the system. These materials are
arranged chronologically and show the efforts made to prevent war with Great Britain. The Early National
period papers reveal Dickinson's and others' attempts to create a new nation: these papers address issues
such as the National Bank, the Hartford Convention, foreign trade, regulations, the military, national
finances, the Constitutional Convention, the Virginia and New Jersey Plans, the establishment of a
national capital, and the mutiny in Philadelphia which occurred in 1783. Also included are copies of the
Fabius letters which Dickinson wrote in support of the Constitution.

"Revolutionary War documents" provide a glimpse into Dickinson's responsibilities as a colonel in the
Pennsylvania Militia. Included in this series are furlough recommendations, petitions for furloughs,
hospital reports, militia returns and ammunition returns. Of interest in these records are Dickinson's notes
on required provisions for soldiers, a reminder to researchers that this new country also had to create a
new army. Also included in this series is a folder regarding the Articles of Peace including a letter from
John Barclay making Dickinson aware of the proceedings.

The "Delaware government documents" document early Delaware politics from 1772 to 1789, including
the period of time Dickinson served as President of Delaware. Issues addressed include papers on the


