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and friends, radiating outward from Susan Emlen’s home at West Hill to Burlington, Philadelphia, and
England,” (Leavitt, page 71).

Towards the end of 1813, at the age of 44, Susanna discovered a tumor in her breast; and after some
time of deliberation, determined that she needed to seek professional medical help. On June 4, 1814,

the tumor was removed by five doctors: Philip Syng Physick (Susanna’s brother-in-law), John Syng
Dorsey (serving as principal surgeon), [Caspar] Wistar, Joseph Parrish and Dr. Tucker, and a nurse at the
Dillwyn home. Susanna recovered from the surgery, despite several lingering issues such as weakness

in her left arm and “pain in the operative scar,” (Aronowitz, page 34). In 1816, the Emlens traveled to
England to visit William Dillwyn and his family. While in England, Susanna discovered that a new tumor
had appeared. According to Robert A. Anonowitz, “further surgery was not an option that she wanted to
seriously consider,” and instead opted for “mind therapies like warmed sea water, vigilance, and carful
observation,” (Anonowitz, page 38). Eventually, a more stringent approach was seen as necessary, and
Susanna was treated with compression therapy. The Emlens returned to New Jersey during the summer ¢
1818, her health declining until her death on November 24, 1819.

Samuel Emlen, Jr. lived until 1837. During his life, he served as assistant clerk to the Burlington Monthly
Meeting from 1800 to 1806 and as clerk to the meeting from 1807 to 1814. At the time of his death in
1837, Samuel Emlen, Jr. “established a trust of $20,000 for an agricultural school, The Emlen Institute
for the Benefit of Children of African and Indian Descent,” (Leavitt, page 70). The school was originally
located in Ohio, but moved to Bucks County, Pennsylvania.
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Scope and Contents note

This collection consists of five disbound volumes of letters written to and from William Dillwyn of

London and his daughter Susanna Dillwyn in America from 1770 to 1795; and thereafter until 1818,

to and from Susanna and her husband Samuel Emlen, Jr. of Burlington County, New Jersey. Although
Susanna lived almost her entire life apart from her father, their letters are frequent and deal primarily

with family matters and kin. However, there is frequent comment concerning such topics as yellow fever;
abolitionism and slavery; and American and European politics, including the Napoleonic wars and the
embargo, as well as their effects upon trade and merchants in Philadelphia and London. Moreover, events

- Page 6 -



