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Abstract Pierre Eugene Du Simitiere (1737-1784) was a collector, artist, and
historian, who opened the first public museum, the American Museum,
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. At the American Musuem, Du Simitiere
presented his many materials collected during his travels and from his
collections. The Library Company of Philadelphia purchased many of
the manuscript materials at an auction in 1785 following Du Simitiére’s
death and the closing of the American Museum. The following collection
is Du Simitiere’s manuscript collection purchased at this auction. The
collection reflects his interests and his lifestyle and includes poetry,
sketches, watercolors, newspaper excerpts and clippings, treatise,
correspondence, lists of nature, historical chronologies, bibliographies,
and copies and originals of historical documents. The collection includes
compiled information on places such as the West Indies, Pennsylvania,
New England, New York, and the Carolinas in the form of historical
chronologies, documents, bibliographies, sketches, and narratives. It
includes information, documents, and research on many Native American
groups and Creoles. The collection also contains information, documents,
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