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Scope and Contents note

The series “Papers relating to Pennsylvania, the Carolinas, etc.,” contains thirty-eight

manuscripts relating to a miscellany of topics including research and information on

Native Americans, natural history, and descriptions and journals of travels. Despite

the title, derived from the original volume title, the documents in this series contain

information on Pennsylvania and the Carolinas, but they also contain information about

Ohio, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, and other provinces. Travel accounts include

a copy of Lewis Evans’ letter to Richard Peters about Pennsylvania and a copy from

George Croghan’s original journal documenting his travels to Ohio in 1748. The documents

relating to the Native Americans include list of treaties and conferences between colonists

and Native American tribes or the Six Nations; descriptions of Native American culture;

and information on Native American languages. This series also includes Du Simitière’s

and others’ meteorological journals, numerous extracts and accounts of the discovery of

fossils, and drawings of buildings in Rhode Island and Philadelphia.

Many documents, spanning the years 1738 to 1770, were hand copied by Du Simitière from

approximately 1753 to 1778. The current order of the documents is presumably the order

in which the documents were previously bound. Documents appear to be arranged by topic.

The language of the material is mostly French, Dutch, and English, although there are also

some documents in Latin.
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