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these letters belong to the Henry Cox collection, which no longer resides at the Library

Company. These letters are in Italian.

Volume Item
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January 1560-1781 

2 50-77

Series VI. Papers relating to the West Indies 1748-1773   [968]

Scope and Contents note

The series “Papers relating to the West Indies” contains thirty-nine items about the history

of the West Indies, particularly Jamaica and Santo Domingo. The documents within this

series contain information on African slave uprisings, rebellions, conspiracies, and the slave

trade. There are watercolors and sketches done by Du Simitière in Kingston, Jamaica that

include musicians, scenic views, and a street view of two black slaves on the gallows. Other

documents of interest include information on the Jamaican-Creole vocabulary, including

translations of vocabulary; proverbs in Creole, English, and French; and descriptions, in

French, of Java, Batavia, Jamaica, St. Eustatius, Cuba, and Santo Domingo. There are also

extracts of many works and letters, lists, maps, sketches, and notes.

Presumably, this material was collected for a history of the West Indies, and this material

is potentially an extension of the series “Papers relating to Natural History.” Many original

documents were hand copied by Du Simitière. While the date that the copies were made is

unknown, the dates of the original documents from which the copies were made span the

years 1748 to 1773. Also included are some of Du Simitière’s original works regarding his

personal travels to the West Indies.

The current order of the documents is presumably the order in which the documents

were previously bound. Documents appear to be arranged by topic, including, in this

order, descriptions of various islands and voyages, information and history on Jamaica,

information and history on Santo Domingo, and general histories of the West Indies. The

documents are mostly in French, but some documents are in Jamaican-Creole and English.
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