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Many of Thomas Leiper's descendents were involved in his business, called Thomas Leiper and Sons,
which continued to operate until 1946. Thomas Leiper's sons George Gray Leiper, Samuel McKean
Lieper and William J. Leiper appear to have been most involved with the continued operation of
Lieper's business. George Gray Leiper was born on February 3, 1786 and educated at the University
of Pennsylvania. In addition to building the canal which his father had tried to build, George Leiper
served in the Pennsylvania Congress from 1822 to 1823 and in the United States Congress from 1829
to 1831. He was also appointed associate judge of the Delaware County circuit court. George Leiper's
family business work included logging, bark mills and stone quarries. He died on November 18, 1868.
His son John C. Leiper became involved in the business. George Leiper's brother Samuel McKean
Leiper, was born August 20, 1806 and was educated at the University of Pennsylvania, graduating in
1826. His involvement with the family business began "when he attained majority, [and] had direction,
in connection with his brothers, of the extensive snuff manufactory and tobacco business established
by his father," (Old Chester Pennsylvania). Samuel Leiper died February 17, 1854. Samuel had at least
three sons: Captain Thomas Irvine, General Charles Lewis Leiper (both of whom served in the Civil
War) and Callender Irvine Leiper. It appears that Callender I. Leiper operated the quarries at Avondale
after the death of his father. Throughout the history of the Leiper mills, fire destroyed much and resulted
in changes of hand. A full history of the Leiper descendents' involvement in the business is currently
unknown.
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Scope and Contents note

The Thomas Leiper family business records include “Letterbooks;” “Estate records;” “Paper, lumber and
wood business records;” “Quarry business records;” “Tobacco business records;” and “Miscellaneous
and household accounts and receipts,” dating from 1771 to 1947. These volumes document the business
efforts of Thomas Leiper and his descendants, including the businesses of Thomas Leiper and Sons,
Tobacconists; several quarries; a lumber yard and stable; and the Caldwell and Crosby estates. In addition
to his other businesses, Leiper bought and sold real estate.


