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extensive correspondence, bills and receipts, genealogical notes, legal

documents, newspaper clippings, photographs, scrapbooks and ephemera.

The majority of the collection consists of General John Meredith Read’s

papers relating to his family history and genealogy, correspondence, and

political materials. The collection is particularly valuable in illustrating

Philadelphia social life, global and local politics, as well as Civil War

experiences, as it includes extensive correspondence describing first-hand

accounts as well as with several key political figures during the Civil War

era.
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