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> INTRODUCTION

which, from their very fimplicity, comi=
monly efcape vulgar minds, incapable of
analyfing objects, accuftomed to receive
imprefiions without diftinétion, and to be
determined rather by the opinions of
others, than by the refult of their own

examination.

Ir we look into hiftory we fhall find,
that laws, which are, or ought to be, con-
ventions between men in a ftate of free-
dom, have been, for the moft part; the
work of the paffions of afew, or the con=
fequences of a fortuitous, or temporary
neceflity ; not di¢tated by a cool examiner
of human nature, who knew how to col=
le& in one point, the actions of a multi=
titude, and had this only end in view, the
of the greateft number.
hofe few nations, who have

Happy are
1 the flow fucceflion of hu-=

not waited, til
man viciffitudes, (hould, from the ex-
tremity of evil, groduce a tranfition
to good ; but, by prudcnt laws, have
facilitated the progrefs from one to the

other ! And how great are the obligations
due
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