4 INTRODUCTIONJ

nually produced fo many authorized exam=
ples of the moft unfeeling barbarity.
Surely, the groans of the weak, facrificed
to the cruel ignorance, and indolence

of the powerful ; the barbarous torments
lavithed, and multiplied with ufelefs fe-
verity, for crimes either not proved, orin
their nature impoflible; the filth, and hor~
rors of a prifen; increafed by the moft cruel
tormentor of the miferable, uncertaintyy
ought to have roufed the attention of thofe,
whofe bufinefs is to diret the opinions of
mankind.

= T smmortal Montefquien has but
flightly touched on this fubject. Truth,
which is eternally the fame, has obliged
me to follow the fteps of that great man ;
but the ftudious part of mankind, for
« whom I write, will eafily diftinguith the
fuperftructure from the foundation. I
{hall be happy, if, with him, I can ob-
tain the fecret thanks of the obfcure, and
pea,ceful difciples of reafon, and philofo-
hy, and excite that tender emotion, in
which fenfible minds fympathize with

him, who pleads the caufe of humanity.
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