CriMEs and PUNISHMENTS. 9

Thefe naturally oppofed the firft, and a
ftate of war was transferred from indivi-
duals to nations.

'Tuus it was neceflity, that forced men
to give up a part of their liberty ; itis cer-
tain then, that every individual would
chufe to put into the public ftock the
fmalleft portion pofiible; as much only as
was fufficient to engage others to defend
it. The aggregate of thefe, the {malleft
portions poflible, forms: the right of pu-
nithing : all that extends beyond this is
abufe, not juftice.

OBsERVE, that by juffice I underftand
.nothing more, than that bond, which is
neceflary to keep the intereft of individuals
united ; without which, men would re-
turn to their original ftate of barbarity.
All punifhments, which exceed the ne-
ceflity of preferving this bond, are in
their nature unjuft. We fhould be cau-
tious how we affociate with the word ju/
tice, anidea of any thing real, fuch as 3
phyfical power, or a being that aétually.e;-s

ifts,
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