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Ir every individual be bound to foci-
ety, fociety is equally bound to him,
by a contract, which from its nature,
equally binds both parties. This obliga-
tion, which defcends from the throne
to the cottage, and equally binds the
higheft, and loweft of mankind, figni-
fies nothing more, than that it is the in-
tereft of all, that conventions, which are
ufeful to the greateft number, thould be
punctually obier"ed The violation of
this compa& by any individual, is an in-
troduction to anarchy.

Tue fovereign, who reprefents the
fociety itfelf, can only make general laws,
to bind the members; but it belongs not
to him to judge whether any individual
has violated the focial Compa&, or in-
curred the punifhment in confequence.
For in this cafe, there are two parties,
one reprefented by the fovereign, who
infifts upon the violation of the contract,
and the other is the perfon accufed, w ho de-
nies it. It is neceffary then that there {hot 1ld
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