Crives and PuNISHMENTS.
CHAP. IV.
Of the Interpretation of Laws.

Jupces, in criminal cafes, have no right
to interpret the penal laws, becaufe they
are not 1egiﬂators. They have not received
the laws from our anceftors as a domeftic
tradition, or as the will of a teftator, which
his heirs, and executors, are to obe’y; but
they receive them from a fociety actually
exifting, or from the fovereign, its repre=
fentative. Even the authority of the laws
is not founded on any pretended obliga-
tion, orancient convention; which muft
be null, as it cannot bind thofe who
did not exift at the time of its inftitution ;
and unjuft, as it would reduce men, in
the ages following, toa herd of brutes,
without any power of judging, or acting.
The laws receive their force, and au-
thority from an oath of fidelity, either
tacit, or expreffed, which living fubjects
have fworn to their fovereign, in order
to reftrain the inteftine fermentation
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