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of the private interefts of individuals,
From hence fprings their true and na=
tural authority. Who then is their law=
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L #ful interpreter ? The fovéreign, that is;

the reprefentative of fociety, and not the
judge, whofe office is only to examine;
if'a man have, or have not committed an
action contrary to the laws.

In every criminal caufe the. judge
thould reafon fyllogiftically. The major
fhould be the general law ; the minor,
the conformity of the a&ion, or its
oppofition to the laws; the conclufion,
liberty, or punifhment. If the judge be
obliged by the imperfection of the laws;
or chufes, to make any other, or more
{yllogifms than this, it will be an intro=
duction to uncertainty.

THERE is nothing more dangerous than
the common axiom : zbe fpirit of the laws
is to be confidered. To adopt it is to give
way to the torrent of opinions. This may
feem a paradox to vulgar minds, which
are more itrongly affeted by the fmalleft
dif-
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