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tions of the philofopher, aswell as the ig-
norant, is a matter of controver{y, not of
fa&, the people are flaves to the magiftrates.
The defpotifm of this multitude of ty-
rants i1s more infupportable, the lefs the
diftance is between the oppreflor and the
opprefled; more fatal than that of one, for
the tyranny of many is not to be thaken
off, but by having recourfe to that of one
4 alone. It is.more cruel, as it meets with
more oppofition, and the cruelty of a ty-
rant is not in proportion to his ftrength, ™~
but to the obftacles that oppofe him.

< P%ZS% are the means, by which fecurity
of perfor® and property is beft obtained ;
which is juft, as it is the purpofe of unit.
ing in fociety ; and it is ufeful, as each
perfon may calculate exactly the inconve-
niences attending every crime, By thefe
means, fubjetts will acquire a {pirit of
independance and liberty ; however it may
appear to thofe, who dare to call he
weaknefs of {ubmitting blindly to their a-
pricious and interefted opinions, by the
facred name of virtue. :
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