18 An Essay on

Tuese principles will difpleafe thofe,
who have made it arule with themfelves,
to tranfmit to their inferiors the tyranny
they fuffer from their fuperiors. 1 thould
have every thing to fear, if tyrants were
to read my book; but tyrants never read.

CGHAP. N
Of the Obfeurity of Laws.

Ir the power of interpreting laws bean
evil, obfcurity in them muft be another,
as the former is the confequence of the
latter. This evil will be ftill greater, if
the laws be written in a language un=
known to the people; who, being ignorant
of the confequences of their own aéions,
become neceffarily dependent on a few,
who are interpreters of the laws, which,
inftead of being public, and general, are
thus rendered private, and particular,
What muft we think of mankind, when
we refle@, that fuch is the eftablithed
cuftom of the greateft part of our poiiﬁned,
and enlighten’d ‘Europe? Crimes will be
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