CrimEs and PunisuMenTs. 19

defs frequent, in proportion as the code
of laws is more univerfally read, and un-
derftood ; for there is no doubt, but that
the eloquence of the paflions is greatly af-
fifted by the ignorance, and uncertainty
of punithments,

Hence it follows, that without writ-
ten laws, no fociety will ever acquire a
fixed form of government, in which the
power is vefted in the whole, and not in
any part of the fociety ; and in which,
the laws are not to be altered, but by the
will of the whole, nor corrupted by the
force of private intereft. Experience and
reafon fhew us, that the probability of
human traditions diminifhes in proportion
as they are diftant from their fources.
How then can laws refift the inevitable
force of time, if there be not a hﬁ"i%
monument of the focial compa@ ? ‘

Hence, we fee the ufe of printing,
which alone makes the public, and not a
few individuals, the guardians and de-
fenders of the laws. Itis this art, which,
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