CriMmes and PuNisuMENTS. 21
fuch horrid examples of cruelty and op-

preflion.

o HoA-Pie 3

Of the Proportion between Crimes and
Punifbments.

I7 is not only the common intereft of
mankind, thatcrimes fthould not be com-=
mitted, but that crimes of every kind
fhould be lefs frequent, in proportion to
the evil they produce to fociety. There-=
fore, the means made ufe of by the legif~
lature to prevent crimes, fhould be more
powerful, in proportion as they are de-
ftructive of the public fafety and happi-
nefs, and as the inducements to commit
them are ftronger. Therefore there ought
to be a fixed proportion between crimes
and punithments.

It is impoffible to prevent entirely all
the diforders which the paflions of mankind
caufe in fociety. Thefe diforders increafe
in proportion to the number of people,
and the oppofition of private interefts, If
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