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firft degree thould confift of thofe, which
immediately tend to the diffolution of fo-
ciety, and the laft, of the fmalleft poﬁible
injuftice done toa private member of that
fociety. Between thefe extremes will be
comprehended, all acions contrary to the
public good, which are called criminal,
and which defcend by infenfible degrees,
decreafing from the higheft to the lowett.
If mathematical calculation could be ap-
plied to the obfcure and infinite combina=
tions of human a&ions, there might be a
correfponding fcale of punithments, de-
fcending from the greateft to the leaft : but
it will be fufficient that the wife legiflator
mark the principal divifions, without dife
turbing the order, left to crimes of the

Jirjt degree, be afligned punithments of
the /g/f. If there were an exa& and unj-
verfal fcale of crimes and punithments,
we fhould there have a common meafure
of the degree of liberty and flavery, hus
manity and cruelty of different nations.

ANY a&ion, which is not compra=
hended in the above-mentioned {cale, will
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