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not be called a crime, or punifhed as fuch,
except by thofe who have an intereft in
the denomination. 'The uncertainty of
the extreme points of this fcale, hath pro-
duced a fyftem of morality which contra-
di&s the laws ; a multitude of laws that
contradict each other ; and many, which
expofe the beft mien to the fevereft punifh~
ments, rendering the ideas of wice and
virtue. vague, and flu&uating, and even
their exiftence doubtful. Hence that. fa-
tal lethargy of political bodies, which
terminates in their deftruction.

Wrorver reads, with a philofophic
eye, the hiftory of nations, and their
faws, will generally find, that the ideas of
virtue and vice, of a good or a bad citi-
zen, change with the revolution of ages
not in proportion to the alteration of cir-
cumitances, and confequently conforma-
ble to the common good ; but in propor-
tion to the paffions and errors by which
the different law-givers were fucceflively
influenced. 'He will frequently obferve,
that the pafiions and vices of one age,
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