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are the foundation of the morality of the
following ; that violent paffion, the off-
fpring of fanatifcifm and enthufiafm, be-
ing weakened by time, which reduces all
the phenomena of the natural and moral
world to an equality, become, by degrees,
the prudence of the age, and an ufeful in-
{trument in the hands of the powerful, or
artful politician. Hence the uncertainty
of our notions of honour and virtue; an
uncertainty which will ever remain, be-
caufe they change with the revolutions of
time, and names furvive the things they
originally fignified ; they change with the
boundaries of ftates, which are often the
fame both in phyfical and moral geo-

graphy.

Preasure and pain are the enly
fprings ‘of action in beings endowed with
fenfibility. * Even amongit the motives
which incite men to acts of religion, the
invifible legiflator has ordained rewards
and punifhments. From a partial diftri-
bution of thefe, will arife thatcontradic-
tion, fo little obferved, becaufe fo com-

mon,
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