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26 An Essay on

mon ; I mean, that of punifhing by the
laws, the crimes which the laws have
occafioned. If an equal punithment be
ordained for two crimes that injure fo-
ciety in different degrees, there is nothing
to deter men from committin g the greater,
as often as it is attended with greater ad-
vantage.

CHAP. VI
Of eftimating the Degree of Crimes.

Tue foregoing refle&tions authorife me
to affert, that crimes are only to be mea-
fured by the injury done to fociety.

THEY err, therefore, who imagine that
a crime is greater, or lefs, according to
the intention of the perfon by whom it is
committed ; for this will depend on the
actual impreflion of obje&ts on the fenfes,
and on the previous difpofition of the
mind ; both which will vary in different
perfons, and even in the fame perfon at
different times, according to the fuccef=
fion of ideas, paffions, and circum{tances.
Upon
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