An Essay on

utility, which is the foundation of hu=
man juftice.  The other are relations of

B . .

dependance, between an imperfe@ crea-
ture and his creator, the moft perfe& of
beings, who has referved to Himfelf the
fole right of being both lawgiver, and

judge; for he alone can, without injuf= t
tice, be, at the fame time, both one and :
the other. 7 If he hath decreed eternal pu- !

nifhments for thofe who difobey his will, t
thall an infe& dare to put himfelf in the {
place of divine juftice, or pretend to pu- I
nith for the Almighty, who is himfelf 4
all-fufficient; who cannot receive impre{- I
fions of pleafure, or pain, and who alone, ]
of all other beings, acs without being :
atted upon? The degree of fin depends ;
| on the malignity of the heart, which is- B} ¥
impenetrable to finite beings, How then :
can the degree of fin ferve as a ftandard to E

* determine the degree of crimes? If that ;
were admitted, men may punith when God ;
pardons, and pardon when God. con-

i emns ; and thus act in oppofition to the

il | fupreme Being.
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