Crimes and PUNISHMENTS,
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. Of the divifion of Crumes.

W have proved, then, that crimes are
to be eftimated by the injury done to fociety.
This is one of thofe palpable truths,
which, though evident to the meaneft ca-
pacity, yet, bya combination of circum-
ftances, are only known toa few thinking
men in every nation, and in every age.
But opinions, worthy only of the def-
potifin of Afia, and paffions, armed with
power and authority, have, generally by
infenfible and fometimes by violent im-
preflions on the timid credulity of men,
effaced thofe fimple ideas, which perhaps
conftituted the firft philofophy of infant
fociety. Happily the philofophy of the
prefent enlightened age feems again to
conduct us to the fame principles, and with
that degree of certainty, which is obtained
by a rational examination, and rcpsatcd
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