22 An Essay on

all fociety, and to which every citizen
hath an undoubted right, it becomes in-
difpenfably neceflary, that to thefe crimes
the greateft of punithments thould be af-
figned.

Tue opinion, that every member of
{ociety has a right to do any thing, thatis
not contrary to the laws, without fearing
any other inconveniences, than thofe which
are the natural confequences of the action
itfelf, is a political dogma, which fhould
be defended by the laws, inculcated by
the magiftrates, and believed by the peo-
ple; a facred dogma, - without which
there can be no lawful fociety ; a juft re-
compence for our facrifice of that univer-
{al liberty of action, common to all fenfi-
ble beings, and only limited by our natu-
ral powers. By this principle, our minds
become free, active, and wvigorous; by
this alone we are infpired with that virtue
which knows no fear, fo different from
that pliant prudence, worthy of thofe on-
ly who can bear a precarious exiftence.
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