36 An EssAy on
of fociety. Thefe ncceflities were not
forefeen by the laws, and could not be fa-
tisfied by the actual power of each indi-
vidual., At this epocha began to be efta-
blithed the defpotifn1 of opinion, as be-
ing the only means of obtaining thofe be-
nefits, which the law could not procure;
and of removing thofe evils; againft which
the laws were no fecurity. Itis opinion,
that tormentor of the wife, and the igno-
rant, that has exalted the appearance of
virtue above virtue itfelf. Hence the
efteem of men becomes not only ufeful, but
neceflary, to every one, to prevent his fink-
ing below the common level. The am-
bitious man grafps at it, as being necef-
{ary to his defigns; the vain man {ues for
it, as a teflimony of his merit; the honeft
man demands it, as his due; and moft men
confider it as neceflary to their exiftence.

HoxouRr, being produced after the
formation of fociety, could not be
a part of the common depofite, and
therefore, whilft we a& under its influ-
ence, we return, for that inftant, to a
{rate of nature, and withdraw ourfelves
from
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