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38 An Essay on

been unknown to the-ancients; perhaps
becaufe they did not aflemble in their tem=
ples, in their theatres, or with their
friends, fufpicioufly armed with fwords ;
and, perhaps, becaufe fingle combats
were a common {pectacle, exhibited to
the people by gladiators, who were flaves,
and whom freemen difdained to imitate,

In vain have the laws endeavoured to
abolifh this cuftom, by punithing the of-
fenders with death. A man of honour,
deprived of the efteem of others, forefees
that he muft be reduced, either to a foli-
tary exiftence, infupportable to a focial
creature, or become the object of perpe=
tual infult; confiderations fufficient to
overcome the fear of death,

WuarT is the reafon, that duels are not
fo frequent among the common people,
as amongft the great? Not only becaufe
, )
they do not wear fwords, but becaufe to
men of that clafs, reputation is of lefs
importance, than it is to thofe of ahigher
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