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A4 An Essay on

nexion with each other, and whofe fenfa-
tions are conformable to thofe of other
men, may be a witnefs ; but the credibi-
lity of his evidence will be in proportion
as he is interefted in declaring or conceal-~
ing the truth. Hence it appears, how
frivolous is the reafoning of thofe, who
reje¢t the teftimony of women, on ac-
count of their weaknefs; how puerile it
is, not to admit the evidence of thofe
who are under fentence of death, becaufe
they are dead in law ; and how irrational,
to exclude perfons branded with infamy:
for in all thefe cafes they ought to be cre-
dited, when they have no intereft in giv=
ing falfe teftimony. :

Tur credibility of a witnefs, then,
thould only diminifh in proportion to the
hatred, friendthip, or connexions, fub-
fifting between him and the delinquent.
One witnefs is not fufficient; for whilft
the accufed denies what the other affirms,

truth remains fufpended, and the right ¢
that every one has to be believed innocent, |

turns the balance in his favour,

e e i e

THE |




	e-becc-122o-064

