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49 An EssAy on
words remain only in the memory of the |
hearers, who are commonly negligent or
prejudiced. It is infinitely eafier then to
found an accufation on the words, than ;
on the actions of a man ; for in thefe, the :
number of circumftances, urged againft :
the accufed, afford him variety of means

of juftification. |

C H AP XV |

Of Evidence and the Proofs of a Crime, |
and of the Form of Judgment. |

Tur following general theorem 1s of
great ufe in determining the certainty of |

a fac&t. When the proofs of a crime are i
dependant on each othel, that is, when
the evidence of each Wltnefs, taken fepa- 1
rately, proves no thing ; or when all the i
proofs are dependant upon one, the num- 1
ber of proofs neither mcruafe nor dimi-
nith the probability of the fa& ; for the
force of the whole is no greater than the B
force of that on which they depend: and

if this fails, they all fall to the ground. | ﬁ
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