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CrivEs and PUNIsHMENTS. 51
up the refult; to judge of the refult it=
{elf, nothing is wanting but plain and or=
dinary good fenfe, a lefs fallacious guide
than the knowledge of a judge, accnf=
tomed to find (wlltv and to reduce all
things to,an artificial {yftem, borrowed
from his ftudits. Happy the nation,
where the knowledge of the law is not 2
{cience !

IT is an admirable law which ordains;
that every man fhall be tried by his peers ;
for when life, liberty and fortune are in
queftion, the fentiments, which a diffe-
rence of rank and fortune infpire; fhould
be filent; that {fuperiority with which
the fortunate look upon the unfortunate,
and that envy, with which the inferior
regard their fuperiors, fhould have no in-=
fluence. But when the crime is an of:
fence againft a fellow fubje&, one half of
thejudges thould be peers to the aceufed,
and the other, peers to the perfon offend=
ed. So that all private intereft, which,
in {pite of ourfelves, modifies the appear=
ance of objects, even in the eyes of the
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