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56 An Essay on

abufes are inherent in the conftitution, it
nay be imagined, that to re&ify them
would be to du“czoy he conftitution itfelf.
But were I to dictate new laws in a re-
mote corner of the univerfe, the good of
pofterity, ‘ever prefent to my mind, would
hold back my trembling hand; and pre-

vent me from authorwmfr Jecret accu=
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Purric accufations, fays Montefquien,
are more conformable to the nature of 2
republic, where zeal for the public good
1s the principal paﬁion of a citizen, thm
of a monarchy, in which, as this fenti-
ment is very feeble, from the nature of
the government,. the beft eftablithment i is
that of commiffioners, who, in the name
of the public accufe the infra@ors of the
laws. - But in all governments, as well in
a repubuc as in a2 monarchy, ' the punifh-
ment, due to the crime of wh 1Ch£msg%cu
cufes another, ought to be m‘ﬁ,&ud
the informer.
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