Crimes and PUNISHMENTS.  §9
the innocent ? It is doubtlefs of import-
ance, that no crime fhiould remain un-
punifhed ; but it is ufelefs to make a pub-
lic example of the author of a crime hid
in darknefs. A crime already committed,
and for which there can be no remedy,
can only be punifhed by a political fociety,
with an intention, that no hopes of im-=
punity fhould induce others to commit
the fame. If it be true, that the num-=
ber of thofe, who from fear or virtue re-
{pect the laws, is greater than of thofe by
whom they are violated, the rifk of tor-
turing an innocent perfOn is greater, as
there is a greater probability, that, ceteris
paribus, an individual hath obferved, than
that he hath infringed the laws.

TuERE is another ridiculous motive for
torture, namely, 7o purge a man from in-
v‘(z;ry Ought fuch an abufe to be tole-
rated in the eighteenth century? Can pain,
which is a fenfation, have any connexion
with a moral fentiment, a matter of opi-
nion ? Perhaps the rack may be confidered

as a refiner’s fuyrnace. :
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