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It is not difficult to trace this {enfelefs
law to its origin ; for an abfurdity, adopt-

ed by a whole nation, muft have fome af-

finity with other ideas, eftablithed and re-
{pected by the fame nation. This cuftom
feems to be the offspring of religion, by
which mankind, in all nations and in all

ages, are fo generally influenced. Weare
taught by our infallible church, that thofe
ftains of fin, contra&ed through human
frailty, and which have not deferved the
eternal anger of the Almighty, are Yo be
purged away, in another life, by an in-

comprehenfible fire. Now infamy is a
ftain, and if the punifhments and fire of
purgatory can take away all {piritual ftains,
why fhould not the pain of torture take
away thofe of a civil nature ? I imagine,
that the confeflion of a criminal, which,
in fome tribynals is required, as being

effential to his condemnation, has a fimi-
Jar origin, and has been taken fromthe
myfterious tribunal of penitence, where
the confeflion of fins is a neceflary part of
the facrament. Thus have men abufed
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