b2 An Essay on

THis infamous teft of truth is a remaisiz
ing monument of that antient and favags
legiflation, in which trials by fire, by
boiling water, or the uncertainty of com-
bats, were called Fudgments of God ; as if
the links of that eternal chain, whofe
beginning is in the breaft of the firft
caufe of all things, could ever be difunited
by the inftitutions of men. The only
difference between torture, and trials
by fire and boiling water, is, that the
event of the firft depends on the will of
the accufed ; and of the fecond, on a fa&
entirely phyfical and external : but this
difference is apparent only, not real, A
man on the rack, in the convulfions of
torture, has it as little in his power to
declare the truth, as in former times, to
prevent without fraud the effe@s of fire or
of boiling water,

Every a& of the will is invariably in
proportion to the force of the impreflion
on our fenfes. ‘The impreflion of pain,
then, may increafe to fuch a degree, that
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