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occupying the mind entirely, it will com-
pell the fufferer to ufe the fhorteft me~
thod of freeing himfelf from torment,
His anfwer, therefore, will be an effe&, as
neceflary as that of fire or boiling water ;
and he will accufe himfelf of c¢rimes of
which he is innocent. So that the very
means employed to diftinguifth the inno-
cent from the guilty, will moit effeGtually
deftroy all difference between them.

It would be fuperfluous to confirm
thefe reflections by examples of innocent
perfons, who, from the agony of tor-
ture, have confeffed themfelves guilty:
innumerable inftances may be found in all
pations, and in every age. How ama-+
zing, that mankind have always neglected
to draw the natural conclufion! Lives
there a man who, if he have carried his
thoughts ever fo little beyond the necefli«
sies of life, when he refle&ts en fuch cru-
elty, is mot tempted to fly from fociety,
and return to his natural ftate of inde~
pendance ?
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