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64 An Essay on

THE refult of tortare; then, i1s a mats
ter of calculation, and depends on thé
conftitution, which differs in every indi-
vidual, and isin proportion to his ftrength
and fenfibility ; fo that to difcover truth
by this method is a problem, which may
be better folved by a mathematician than
a judge, and may be thus ftated. The
Jorce of the mufcles, and the fenfibility of the
nerves of an innocent perfon being given, it
15 required to find the degree of pain neief~
Jary to make bim confefs bimfelf guilty of a

given crime.

Tue examination of the accufed is in+
tended to find out the truth; but if this
be difcovered, with fo much difficulty, in
theair, gefture and countenance of a man
at eafe, how can it appear in a counte-~
nance diftorted by the convulfions of tor=
ture. Every violent action deftroys thofe
fmall alterations in the features, which
fometimes difclofe the fentiments of the

heart. :
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