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cufed and the crown. The magiftrate
then had other powers than were neceflary
for the public welfare, and the criminal
fuffered other punithments than the ne-
ceffity of example required. The judge
was rather a colleGor for the crown,
an agent for the treafury, than a pro-
teGor and minifter of the laws. But,
according to this fyftem, for a man to
confefs himfelf guilty, was to acknow-
ledge himfelf a debtor to the crown;
which was, and is at prefent (the effeds
continuing after the caufes have ceafed)
the intent of all criminal caufes. Thus, |
the criminal who refufes to confefs his|
crime, though convicted by the moft un-
doubted pro‘ofs, will fuffer alefs puni{hv
ment than if he had confeffed; and he
will not be put to the torture to oblige
him to confefs other crimes which he|
might have committed, as he has not con-
fefled the principal. But the confeffion be-
ing once obtained, the judge becomes maf-
ter of his body, and torments him with ¢
ftudied formality, in order to {queeze out
of him all the profit poffible. Confeffion,

; then
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