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choice of becoming a bad chriftian, ora
martyr. For this reafon, oaths become,
by degrees, a mere formality, and all fen-
timents of religion, perhaps the only mo-
tive of honefty in the greateft part of man-
kind, are deftroyed. Experience proves
their inutility : I appeal to every judge,
whether he has ever known that an oath
alone has brought truth from the lips
of a criminal; and reafon tells us, it
muft be fo; for all laws are ufelefs, and, |
in confequence, deftructive, which con-
tradit the natural feelings of mankind.
Such laws are like a dike, oppofed di-
rectly to the courfe of a torrent; it is el-
ther immediately overwhelmed, or, by a |
whirlpool formed by itfelf, it is gradpally |
undermined and deftroyed. :
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Of the Advantage of immediate Punifbment.

TuEe more immediately, after the com-
miffion of a crime, a punifhment is in-
flited, the more juft and ufeful it will

be,
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