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be. It will be more juft, becaufe it
fpares the criminal the cruel and fuper=
fluous torment of uncertainty, which in-
creafes in proportion to the firength of
his imagination and the fenfe of his weak-
nefs ; and becaufe the privatien of li-
berty, being a punithment, ought to be
inflited before condemnation, but for as
fhort a time as pofiible. Imprifonment,
I fay, being only the means of {fecuring
the perfon of the accufed, until he be
tried, condemned, or acquitted, ought
not only to be of as fhort duration, but
attended with as little feverity as poffible.
The time fhould be determined by the
neceflary preparation for the trial, and
the right of priority in the oldeft prifoners.
The confinement ought not to be clofer
than is requifite to prevent his flight, or
his concealing the proofs of the crime:
and the trial thould be condu&ted with all
pofiible expedition. Can there be a more
cruel contraft than that between the indo-
lence of a judge, and the painful anxiety of
the accufed ; the comforts and pleafures of
an infenfible magiftrate, and the filth and
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