26 An Essay on

mifery of the prifoner ? In general, as 1
have before obferved, The degree of the
punifbment, and the confequences of a crime,
ought to be [o contrived, as to bhave the
greateft poffible effest on others, with the
leaft poffible pain to the delinquent. 1If there
be any fociety in which this is not a fun-
damental principle, it is an unlawful fo-
ciety ; for mankind, by their union, ori-
ginally intended to fubje&t themfelves to
the leaft evils pofiible.

AN immediate punithment is more
ufeful ; becaufe the fmaller the interval
of time between the punithment and the
crime, the ftronger and more lafting will
be the affociation of the two ideas of Crime
and Punifbment ; {o that they may be
confider¢d, one as the caufe, and the
other as the unavoidable and neceflary ef-
fect. Itis demonftrated, that the afloci-
ation of ideas is the cement which unites
the fabric of the human intelle& ; without
which, pleafure and pain would be fim-
ple and ineffeGtual fenfations. The vul-
gar, thatis, all men, who hayve no gene-
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