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CHAP XX
Of Aéts of Violence.

SoME crimes relate to perfon, others
to property. The firft ought to be punith~
ed corporally. The great and rich thould
by no means have it in their power
to fet a price on the fecurity of the weak
and indigent; for then, riches, which,
under the prote&ion of the laws, are the
reward of induftry, would become the ali-
ment of tyranny. Liberty is at an end,
whenever the laws permit, that, in certain
cafes, 2 man may ceafe to be 2 perfon,
and become @ thing. Then will the pow-
erful employ their addrefs, to fele® from
the various combinations of civil fociety,
all that is in their own favour. This is
that magic art which transforms fubje&ts
into beafts of burthen, and which, in the
hands of the ftrong, is the chain that
binds the weak and incautious. Thus it
is, thatin fome gevernments, where there
is all the appearance of liberty, tyranny
lies concealed, and infinuates itfelf inty
{fome neglected corner of the conftitution,
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