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%o An Essay on

where it gathers {trength infenfibly. Mana
kind generally oppofe, with refolution,
the aflaults of barefaced and open tyranny ;
but difregard the little infect that gnaws
through the dike, and opens a fure, though
fecret, paflage to inundation.

AP X1

OF the Punifbment of the Nobles.
4

WHaAT punifhments thall be ordained
for the nobles, whofe privileges make fo
great a_part of the laws of nations? Ido
not mean to inquire whether the hereditary

diftin&ion between nobles and commoners
be ufeful in any government, or neceflary
in a monarchy; or whether it be true,
that they form an intermediate power,
of ufe in moderating the excefles of both
extremes ; or whether they be not rather
flaves to their own body, and to others,
confining within a very fimall circle the
natural effe&s and hopes of induftry, like
thofe little fruitful fpots, fcattered here
and there in the fandy defarts of Arabia;
or whether it be true, that a fubordina-
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