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82 An Essay on

crees were ever made in a general diet of
mankind, but they exift in the invari-
able relations of things: nor do they de-
ftroy the advantages, which are {fuppofed
to be produced by the clafs of nobles, but
prevent the inconveniences ; and they
make the laws refpectable by deftroying
all hopes of impunity.

IT may be objected, that the fame
puni{hment infli¢ted on a nobleman and

a plebeian, becomes really different from
the difference of their education, and
from the infamy it refleéts on an illuftri-
ous family; but I anfwer, that punith-
ments are to be eftimated, not by the fen-
fibility of the criminal, but by the injury
done to fociety; which injury is aug-
mented by the high rank of the offender.
The precife equality of a punithment can
never be more than external, as it is in
proportion to the degree of fenfibility,
which differs in every individual. The
infamy of an innocent family may be
eafily obliterated by fome public demon-
ftration of favour from the fovereign;
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